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Maria Telkes, Hungarian-American solar-energy advocate and pioneer

3y Wolfgang Saxon
Fite New York Times

Maria Telkes, an advocate of
sutting the sun’s energy to use
mnd one of the first researchers to
fc so in un experimental resi-
lence, died Dec. 2 in Budapest on
rer first visit to her native Hunga-
v in 70 years, She was 85 and
ived in North Miami, Fla.

News of her death was relayved
by Hungarian-Americans last
week.

Ms. Telkes also developed a
solar saftwater still for the Navy m
World War 11, which saved the
lives of torpedoed satlors and
downed airmen. She spent many
years experimenting with solar-
powered stoves that were simple
and cheap enough for use by vils

lagers in poor regions,

She also worked on an sir-con-
ditioning system in the 1970s that
stored “coolness” at night fwr uge
the next day. The idea was to
reduce power demand during hot
spells and lower the risk of electy-
cal brownouts and blackouts.

Born in Budapest, Ms. Telkes
received a doctorate in physical
chemistry at the University of Bu-
dapest, where she started her ca-

reer as an mstructor. She came to
the United States in 1925 10 visit a
cousin, who was then the Hungar-
ian consel e Cleveland, and
stayed when the Cleveland Chinic
Foundation hired her as a hiophys-
icist.

She worked there for 12 years
under George Crite. In a series of
experiments, they invented a pho-
toelectric mechanism capable of

recording brain waves.
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Later, she carried out reses
at the Massachusetis nstitate
Technology, New York Unive
ty, the University of Peonsylva
and other schools. She retired
1977 as 2 senior scientist at
University of Delaware hur
mamed active as a consuliant v
about three years age.

In the 1840s, she and archit
Eleanor Ravmond built the fi
solar-heated home,
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B CHARLES LERCY BANNON, 29,
of Wheat Ridge died Aug. 8 in
Denver, Services were Aung, 12,
with bural at Quail Mountain
Ranch, Twin Lakes. My, Bannon
, was horn in Leadville on Oct. 12,
T966. He was a corporal in the
Biarine Corps. He eamned severai
certificates and honors including
the Meritorious Defense Service
Medal. He worked for Systems
Contractors as an wronworker.
He was 2 wiestling referee and a
member of the 115, Wrestling
Federation. Survivors include kis
mother and stepfather, Reva and
Robert Wood of Wheat Ridge;
father Ebben of Wheat Ridge:
sisters Pamela Kline of Arizona,
Peggy Micklich of Alamosa, Pa-
teicia Risener of Michigan; grand-
mother Dorothy Reininger of
Benver; stepbrothers and step-
o SISters.

Colorade Springs Water Depart-
ment. Survivors include his wife;
davghter Margaret Duft of Mis-
souri sons Eddie of Canon City,
Steve Arbuckle of Littleton; sis-
ters Geraline and Marian, both
of Kangas, Glenyce of Idaho; two
grandchildren; three great.
grandchildren.

M THOMAS E. DONAHOE, 75, of
Denver died July 19. Services
were July 24, with buria) in Sioux
Faits, 8.1, Mir. Donahoe was born
i Siowx Falls or Sept. 4, 1920,
He served in the Army for four
vears. He worked in car sajes
anti] retirement, when he moved
fo Penver to be near his son.
Survivors include son Dan of
Denver; brother Denais of Ne-
braska; sisters Docothy Daug-
herty of Sioux Falls, Mary Bott of
Washingten.

Denver. Mother of God Catholic
Church and Denver Country
Chab. She was a board member of
Sands House Asscciation and
Mount Aicy Auxiliary. She wus
vice president of Dental Founda-
tion of Colorade, Central City
{Opera House Association and La-
dies Auxiliary of the Denver
Medical Association. Survivors
include her son John Hyer 1 of
Washington;- danghter Margaret
Ann Hyer of Denver; two grand-
children,

W IOSEPH P. EHHARY, 68, of
Denver died Aug. 8. Services
were Aug. 10, with bural at
Mount Olivet Cemetery. Mr. Er-
hart was born in Denver on Oct.
20, 1529, He married Marilyn L
Winter, 1950. He joined the po-
lice force in 1961, was an original
member of the arson squad of the

AWAY, 34, of Ciudad Acuna, Mex-
ico, died Aug. 4 in Deaver. Ser-
vices were Atig. 5. Mr. Gannaway
was born in Hermieigh, Texas,
on Auag. 22, 1911, He was an
agriculturist. Survivers include
his wife Yohisma; dzughters Emi-
Iy Willecke of Minnesota, Janet
Gibas of Englewopd, Berta of
Mexico; sons Tom of Dvegon,
Ken of Calfornia; 10 grandchil-
dren; 10 great-grandchildren.

E UCHLE A. GERBER, 77, of En-
glewood died Aug 14. Services
will be a¢ 2 pan. Friday, Aug. 16,
at 5t. Louis Church, 33105, Sher-
man St., with burial at Mount
Olivet Cemetery. Mrs. Gerber
was born in Chicago on Jan. 6,
1918, Surwivers include her
daughters Charene Woody and Jo
Denny, both of Litleton, Mau-
rooan Caravd af Rorvicos

oo

Schoeols and was a gandy dancer
on the railroad. Survivors include
his wife; daaghters Jeannc
Thaompson of Arvada, Jill Nau-
mean of Michigan, son Glen; sister
Thelmwa Fomer of Monament; 10
grandchildren; 10 great-grand:
children.

B AARON M. RIDGEWAY, 79, of
Pulaski, N.Y., formerly of Den-
ver, died Aug. 7. . Burial was at
Fort Logan National Cemetery.
Mr. Ridgeway was born on June
27, 197, He served in the 8%nd
Airborne Divigion during Werld
War 1. He was a member of the
Masons. Swurvivers mclude
danghters Evelyn Seerest of 7
Dlenver, Suzanna Lightenfield of

New York, Bitlie Hyland of Wash- -
mgton; sons Richard, Matthew, =
Gilbert and James, all of New ©
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